The attached typescript i= a copy of a letter which

was written by Frank F. Bstein to his neghew,

John Van Harliogen of Scnora, California, in 1986.

' punctuation and spelling are the sase as those in

%&a copy of the letter in my family's archives, which

wag allegedly copled just as Frank Estein wrote it.

The fate of the original letter i=s unknown. At one poing, it
fell into the hands of cousins Loulse and Johanna Meyer

af Ban Francisco, California, in the 1330%e. In 1934,
dJohanna made handwritten copy of the ufiginai letter

and sent ﬁ%ﬁh&ﬁ copies of it te sy grandfather,

Edward Heniy Nohrden of Watsonwille, Califormia, and his

3 sisters and brother. My grandfather's father,

John Henry Noheden, alsc emigrated foom Germany and was
married to Anna Martha Estein, one of Frank Estein's sisters.

1 have appended explanatocy notes on ?ﬂ%&i g and 10.

John Christopher Nohrden
September I7, 1933




 Walput Spring. Tex. June 3rd, 1906

My own dear Hephow .

nd family.

I can't eall to memory when 1 was
%iﬁgéf than when the 11 a'clock §&£5ﬁﬁgar train

ing =e ?ﬁﬁr %iﬁﬁ a&& 3@5%&51&&&6 igt%gr @ﬁ ﬁ%y 2&th.

I was at the depot at the tise and whers saw the
sooke from the engine a8 it came in aighi ocut of
& cut nearly a mile away, I remarked to & friend
of mine, that enging is certainly pulling a letter for
me from California, and sure encugh when 1 looked
in to =y box at the p.o. and took it out I felt
joyful and yet unsasy untill I read it; in fact
1 felt gueer. wanted &0 be off to myself glad to
get the letter and yet Fearing I'd have to read
some fearful sad news, but now I must try to
show you all my apreciation by answering. Perhaps
you have heard and remember hearing vour Dear
mother and my Dariing sieter tell of my tender and
sympathetic heart toward all the Estein genesration
snd especially my pet sister Lizzie. T will now
?Eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ to write you a short acetch of our

iands as far back as of my Grand-fathers




and our Grand-mother from sy mother
gide. I will zsleo write you sosething concerning
sy adventurs snd after father and mother died.

Our Grand father from father side antered the
french army during the Revolutionary war a rather
uneducated youth (man} by nase of John Eﬁ%ﬁt&ii’&.i
when discharged from service the french millitary |
anthoritles wrote his names John (Jean, “french™} Miﬁi
leaving the ok out and I presume, he was the
only Estein in the world, at any rate he soon there-
after married a refined and intelligent young gerzan
lady apd to this unlon 3 sons and 1 daughter were born.

Your grandfather, John Zsteln was borm in
Rurhessen Apr. 3ed. 18807uncle Almond Estein came
next then Conrad Estelin and last, but not least
our aunt Elisabeth Estein, she was =y good little
old sunt because she petted =p more than any
one slee she always took =y part in a disput
owver marbles and when massa took a notlion
to give me, what Pat gave the drum.

They all married and raiged large families in
Furhessen {(monarchy) in and near Cassel (the Capital)
but father property and residence was the




sehle on the River Fulda near the
viilage Breitenbach where our mother and all
of ns old endvugh before leaving Gesmany went Lo
School to be taught by the sasse teacher and wers
baptised by the same preacher, who baptised mother,
confirmed her in the lutherian church and afterwards
#11 the children &5 fast a8 they golL to be 14
yeare old. Father was the sole owner of the oil
mill saw mill winegar and sustard factory and
in connection carrisd on a Eremendous lusher
tradeand shipment down the river to Cassel,
Carlshafen, Bresen, and into the United States he
pped large amsunt of prepared mustarsd.

ncle Conrad owned and operated & similar
establishsent of about capacity of fathers

Papa and uncle fonrad wers corpulent men
father a little the tallest either weight about the
280 to 290 pounds. Uncls Sami was a Plantsr
apd ocwned Brewry ﬂstﬁllﬁMtw in connection.
Conrad establishment was near Cassel about 12
hours walk from Ulfenmuehle. Your dear mother
like my daughter Gertrude was the very Image

Ulfsnm




in size and apperance of your grand-sother
ard both inherited mother tender feelings amd
sympathetic actioms.

Father was marriad twice, =y sother's sister
Predericka Mouragues” [french disant) had 5 children, of
which two diecd in infancy, the other 3 very well
‘remenxber brother Carl Cristopher, married a hishly
oducated and pretty young lady after becoming
exempt from military service, no children, last
heard from 12 years ago., Mimndie married
Andrew Imgrund had 3 or 4 children, never
€aw but one here in America we left the
foregoing two in Sersany and sister Louisa
of the first marriage case to the United States
with os and marrisd Henry Meyers in 2, 3 perhaps
4 months after we landed in New Orlesans. I was
the oldest child of Louisa Gertrude father's
second wife they wore married July 16 - 1834.° ¥
was born May the 8th 18315 next Bro. Anton bomnm
Jan. 3 = 1836. The exact dates of births and deaths
I have forgotten and give you thelr name
according to age Wilhelm Conrad died in




california then Bro. Louis who died of
Cholera in Sister Louisa Myers in N.O. house
perhaps 2 months after Eather amd mother's death
these were us 4 boys about a year and & half
difference in our age and we were a always
hale and imr&y and rather a tough set and
when one got a paddling we all got it wuntill
talk her oot of the notion. and I rarely ever failed
mamma was 50 good natured and we f[reguently
diserved a real cow hyding. Oh we were a
desporete set of little criminals. Then Comes
Lizzie probably 7 years younger than 1, then
Anna (Mrs. Henry Nohrden)® next Edward a
young mashinizt waz killed in a ¥eow (rleans
Mashine shop while working a heigth some
machiner¥ gave AWay over head and crushing
him to death, next Henry another noble boy died
in our home Ulifenmuehle in Germany this was
the First time I ever saw scme one dyo
asd it liked to killed us; sother had told




and taught us so moch about heaven
and God that I wanted to go with Henry and
not let him go alones. Then there is Mina used
to live with Anton then Jean died in N.0. while
vary small after I left but I Forgot Alexander
a baby boy died in Bremen while waiting
for the Equipsent of our ship and some real
nice psople came to where we stopped and begged
mamma to have the sweet little boy placed
in the ars of a beautiful young lady who
died near by about the same kime. Yes and
I remember it was either your dear sother
oF sister Anna say oulg littls brother has
gone to Heaven with a nice lady. Then coms
John {Jean} and Eatherine %i@;e died in MHew
Orisans afier father and sother died and I
had left Sew Orleans. Father taken =2ick with
yellow fever on Thursday eve. mmm Sunday
1 A.M. when he disd Sspt. 16 ﬁﬁ:kﬁw taken sick
next day {Priday) after pa %ﬁ taken sick ansd
died S=pt. 17 Honday 10 ﬁﬂﬁ, aft&f pa's death
gister Louisa was down with yellow fever and
I took down on the way to sister Louisa house

{&}



from mother fmr% we landed in X.
Orieans the 17 Feb. 1853 were 7h weeks on the
water in the 3 mast sallship vhland comsanded by
Capt. Ulmbansen & very clever gentleman ? mates and
2 stewards were also nice clean men and I soon
became thair favored of other passengers. The crew
of sailors also took & particular liking to me and
I had lots of good fun. 7T had just been called hoaw
from Univergity ko imegrate &0 America with Father
family to keep us boys out of the arsmy as 2 tryal of
brother Carl cost father over iiﬁﬁﬂgﬁ well I was ina
pretty fare shape to take in a little sailing canoe
accross the Atlantie pond. T sure had lokts of fun
amang the 743 deck passengers and &5 cabin
passangers there wers but few of the lot that were
any thing near like gur sorts of people. I had
never hesred their Dislect and I could not
understand them when they talked low dutch but
few could talk german proper and our
voyage to America we had 3 births and 3
Deaths, all this happened below deck [ was
the only passenger permitted to assist in the
burials at pea there was a detail of gaylors




perhaps 8 or 10 and me who performed the
burial ceremony just at 12 o elock a2t night. I
must close for this time but will in the near
future write more of mother and her steck of
people, of my adventures and my family, of sea
sickness. of half saving a dutch sandy complected
freckied fellow aand let him go for I days and
nights and answer your kind letier more
fully Find regards ard best of love Crom
wife and son to you all

1 am sver your unole

F.F Estein



CLARIFICATIONS

Frank Estein’s nephew was John Van Barlingen, son of his
sister, BElisabeth A, Estein. Elissheth was married twice:
firat to Frank Bath, a saloon keeper in Sonora, Califorais;
second to Johm Van Harlingen, an auctiomesr in Sonocra.
John Van Harlingen {(Jr.] became owner and publisher of the
Eomora Democrat, one of ¢wo mewspapers in Sonora.

Frank Estein identified his grandfather ag John Estein.
Tﬁg E?aﬁgﬁiigai ﬂ%&r@h p&figh is Bzeitanh&%h; @araaﬂg

ﬂ&ng@f§anfnaa Ehe ?tﬁﬁ&fﬂtﬁ&f & %&gtisaai name was 1ikeiy
Johan Christoph Eckstein.

This date is obviously im error. The Evangelical Church
parish in Breitenbach stated that Johannes Estein was 34

at the time of his marriage to Loulse Gertraude Mourgues in
1834; thus, John {(Johannca) Esteins date of birth was
likely J April 1800 and not 18EO.

“die Mushle® is the poupn for "mill® in German. Ulfensuchie
was the name of the Bill at the place where the Ulfen River
iows into the Fulda River, just sast across the Pulds River
£§Qﬁ agﬁ;tgh; ch. Ulfenmuehle was still present on a 1984

opographical map of the region.

. {Fohannes) Estein, Frank's gatﬁ@x£ was described az the
administrator of a Lusl sering magazins in the Breitenbach
Evangelical Church records. The lamd zaqin&ﬁr‘ﬂf Breitenbach
described John Esteln as the proprietor of the Ulfen mill. 1B34=1853.

& The Breitenbach Evangelical Church identified John Estein's
firat wife as Friedrike Elisabsth Mourgues.

The Baﬁiﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁh,gwaﬁgﬁlzﬁai Chureh gave the date of this
marriage as 16 October 1834. Johannes Fstein, 34 yeoars old,
was the widower of Friedrike Elizabeth Mourgues and son of

the decesnssd Christoph Estein of Sangerhausen and his deceased
wife, Anna Sertrude Heunemann. Louise CGertraude Esteln, almost
17 years old, was the daughter of Peter Mourgues of Homberg

an der Ohm and his wife, Anna Cuonigunde Schmidt. Thelr chmrch
wedding was held in Breltenbach.

Willlas Conrad Eﬁtﬁiﬁ was identified as a barber in the 1880
U.85. consus for Sonocs, Californis. ﬁé’ﬁiéﬁ B December 1879
in StockEon, california.

tha Estein, my grest-grandmother, was born 27 March 1844
hle, married 23 May 1861 in Sonora, California. to

g;';;;fﬁgﬁg died 27 February 1893 im Watsemwille, California.
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CLAREFICATIONS cont’d

Prank BEstein described 12 childrenm, including himmelf,

a2 offspring of John and louise Gertrude Estein. The

ah;g & passanger list for their arrival in New Orleans
pumarated 9 children. Accounting for the child (Hesry)

ﬁ§ﬁ~§i&§ young and the other child (Alexander) who died

while they were awaiting the ship in Bremen, this indicates

that the youngest child, Katherins, was likely boen in

Hew Orlesans. EKatherine was not nased on the ship's passenger

lisk.

Beptember 16 was a Sunday in the year 1855, indicating that
John Esteln likely died 16 September 1855.

Similarly, Scptesher 17 was a Monday in the year 1855, indiecating
that Louise Gertruds Estein died 17 Septembor 1853.

Tha ship®s passsnger list gives the date of thelr arrival in
&éﬁ‘ﬂ%iﬁaﬁﬁ as 18 January 1854. The Captain of the ship

was 0. Lahusen, and it included 375 steerage (deck) passengers.
Eﬁfs ﬁﬁtiaﬁgi ﬁrﬁhxwag %iﬁfﬁfiiﬁ ?ﬁhiiﬂatiﬁﬁ ﬂwES?s Eﬁl& %ﬁ;
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